
 

 

9/8/21 

 

Dear Library Patrons, 

 

Please note that the Clifton Public Library continues to require staff and community 

members to wear masks and maintain physical distance while inside the building. There 

are several factors leading to our decision, such as our standing as a public institution 

that serves all ages, including children not yet eligible for vaccination, and the fact that 

we are not in a position to determine the vaccination status of adults entering the 

building. We remain in consultation with the city health department on these decisions. 

We thank you for your understanding and cooperation. 

 

Hours: 

Public walk-in hours are as follows: 

Main Library, 292 Piaget Ave:   Allwood Branch, 44 Lyall Rd: 

 Monday – Thursday  10:00 am – 8:00 pm  Monday – Wednesday  10:00 am – 8:00 pm 

 Friday  10:00 am – 6:00 pm    Thursday – Friday  10:00 am – 6:00 pm 

 Saturday  10:00 am – 3:00 pm    Saturday  10:00 am – 3:00 pm 

 

Services: 

 A limited number of library computers are now available, spaced out and with a 2-

hour max time limit for the day (= 1 hour session minimum, extended to 2 hours 

total if no one is waiting). Computer use will be largely self-service. Staff will try to 

answer basic questions from afar but will not be expected to provide help that 

requires close contact to read the screen and interact. 

 A limited number of tables and chairs for studying, reading, Wi-Fi use, etc. are now 

available, as well as the quiet study room at the Allwood Branch (availability in the 

Main Library to be determined). 

- cont’d - 

 



 The community rooms in the Main Library and Allwood Branch are available for 

booking. Booking in the Main Library will be limited to full room only, and rooms in 

both buildings will be with a limited capacity to allow spacing out. Groups booking 

the evening will need to end at 8:00. Masks will be required as long as the library as a 

whole is still requiring them (even if you’re all friends, even if you’re all vaccinated). 

 Browsing, holds pickup, reference questions and library card services, self-service 

copy machine, FAX machine (at Main Library). If anyone picking up materials is still in 

need of contactless pickup, arrangements can be made with the circulation staff. 

Returning of materials may be done in indoor or outdoor bins (available 24/7). 

 The monthly Board of Trustee meetings will resume in person starting with the 

meeting on September 22. 

 

All of these operational decisions are made in discussion with the Board of Trustees and 

in consultation with the city health department. We are still working in a fluid situation 

so please check often for updates.  

 

Our revised Public Behavior Policy continues to be in effect until further notice. Please 

note these policies and other considerations: 

 Patrons ages 4 and up will be required to wear a mask (or further Personal 

Protective Equipment (PPE) as deemed necessary) over both the nose and mouth of 

the wearer for the duration of the visit 

 The minimum age to enter the library without a responsible caregiver (age 18 or 

older) will be 14 years old 

 There is a limit of 3 children per caregiver 

 Maintain a socially distant 6 feet from anyone not from your household 

 Do not enter the building if you are feeling unwell or are quarantined 

 We may operate with reduced capacities to maintain space among staff and public 

and to work within current staffing numbers. We will post current limits on or near 

the front doors of each building.  

 

Please phone either building to speak with a staff member if you have further questions 

or would like to prepare yourself before your in-person visit. 

Main Library telephone:  973-772-5500           Allwood Branch telephone:  973-471-0555 

 

Justine Tomczak, Library Director 


